INDUSTRY AND LABOUR
to 518,000 in 1909. In 1841, 310,000 holdings were
not more than five acres. This class has now been re-
duced to 60,000. Yet the largest category—150,000—-
is still between 15 and 30 acres. That between 15
and 30 acres, however, is nearly double what it was in
1841, and proportionately four times as numerous,
since the agricultural population has been halved. In.
that time, in short, this country of peasant pro-
prietors has become increasingly one of holdings that
will decently support a family: but there are still
about a quarter of a million people living on the tiny
holdings of not more than five acres, and necessarily
on the verge of starvation. These bring down the
average of production. The men whose farms are of a
nature to give them a chance have undoubtedly greatly
increased their productivity since the revolution,
chiefly no doubt because they felt that every improve-
ment of the farm and stock went direct to themselves
and their heirs ; but also they have been greatly
assisted by the Department of Agriculture, and speci-
ally by its measures for improving the strain of all
kinds of stock.
But essentially the proportion of tillage in Ireland
is unhealthily low. In 1900 it was just over 20 per
cent, of the cultivable land, as against 71 per cent, in
Scotland and 46 in England. It is not reasonable to
set this down to laziness. In 1841 the amount
scheduled as barren mountain bog and waste was six and
a half million acres ; in 1861 it was down to four and
a half. There is no more exacting form of labour than
this breaking-in of land, and a glance at any Irish
mountain shows cultivation carried far beyond the
line where it will pay. Again, in the war, when food
supply was threatened, appeal was made to the Irish
farmers, assured prices were offered, and the crop
area was increased within two years from 2,200,000
acres to over 3,000,000. But Irish farmers will not
till unless they think it is going to pay them, and
wherever there is good land, the belief prevails that
  


